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their Wives are so fulsomly familiar,—I shall never bear that
—Good Mirabell don't let us be familiar or fond, nor kiss
before Folks., like my Lady Fadler and Sir Francis: Nor go to
Hide-Park together the first Sunday in a new Chariot, to pro-
voke Eyes and Whispers; And then never be seen there together
again; as if we were proud of one another the first Week, and
asham'd of one another ever after. Let us never Visit together.,
nor go to a Play together, but let us be very strange and well
bred: Let us be as strange as if we had been marry'd a great
while; and as well bred as if we were not marry'd at all.
mira. Have you any more Conditions to offer? Hitherto your
Demands are pretty reasonable.
milla. Trifles,—As Liberty to pay and receive Visits to and
from whom I please; to write and receive Letters,, without Inter-
rogatories or wry Faces on your part; to wear what I please; and
chuse Conversation with regard only to my own Taste; to have
no Obligation upon me to converse with Wits that I don't like,
because they are your Acquaintance; or to be intimate with
Fools, because they may be your Relations. Come to Dinner
when I please, dine in my Dressing-Room when Fm out of
Humour, without giving a Reason. To have my Closet invio-
late; to be sole Empress of my Tea-Table, which you must
never presume to approach without first asking leave. And
lastly, where-ever I am, you shall always knock at the Door
before you come in. These Articles subscrib'd, if I continue
to endure you a little longer, I may by degrees dwindle into a
Wife.
mira. Your Bill of Fare is something advanc'd in this latter
Account. Well, have I Liberty to offer Conditions—That
when you are dwindled into a Wife, I may not be beyond
measure enlarg'd into a Husband.
milla. You have free leave, propose your utmost, speak and
spare not.
mira. I thank you. Inprimis then, I covenant that your Acquain-
tance be general; that you admit no sworn Confident, or Inti-
mate of your own Sex; no she Friend to skreen her Affairs

